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syariah  also  shariah ;  Muslim  religious  law  and  courts,  usually  dealing  with  civil  and  personal 

law  relating  to  marriage,  family,  inheritance,  etc. 
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.-Islamic  affairs,  Brunei  continued  to  take  a  moderate  stance,  best  illustrated  by  observing  who 
o  was  not  invited  to  Bandar  Seri  Begawan  during  the  reporting  period.  Jordan's  King  Hussein  and 
paid  a  royal  visit  in  March  at  the  invitation  of  Sultan  Hassanal  Bolkiah,  who  had  visited  Amman 
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Grand  Mosque  in  Bandar  Seri  Begawan,  Brunei 
(Asiaweek,  6  January  1983,  p.  21) 


The  Indonesian  Government  continued  into  1986  its  get-tough  policy  toward  Muslim  activists.  Some  trials 
those  arrested  for  subversion  in  1984  and  1985  were  concluded,  while  others  were  still  pending.  In 

Abdul  Latief  became  the  10th  member  of  the  Jakarta  Muslim  Preachers  Corps  to  be  sentenced  for 
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may  have  led  the  Suharto  government  to  increase  its  pressure  on  the  Islamic  academic  community  in  iyob. 
Professor  Oesman  A1  Hamidy,  rector  of  the  Higher  Institute  of  Islamic  Teaching,  was  sentenced  to  8  years 
imprisonment  for  challenging  the  state's  authority  by  signing  the  "Jakarta  Pledge"  (or  "Islamic  Pledge") 
refusing  to  recognize  Pancasila  as  the  state  ideology.  In  another  case,  the  prosecution  demanded  a  12-*year 
sentence  for  Ratono,  a  student  at  Islamic  Dakwah  College,  who  was  convicted  of  performing  activities  that 


undermined  the  Pancasila  state  ideology.  In  February,  the  Police  broke  up  a  gathering  of  50  members  of  the 
Jogjakarta  branch  of  the  Indonesian  Islamic  Students  Association  (HMI).  In  March,  the  16th  Congress  of  HMI 
accepted  Pancasila  as  the  sole  principle  of  its  organization,  despite  threats  of  boycott  by  the  influential 
Jakarta,  Jogyakarta,  and  Bandung  chapters  of  the  organization. 
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deplored  the  violent  action  taken  against  Libya,  it  understood  what  caused  the  United  States  to  take  the 
action.  In  May,  Suharto  received  the  special  envoy  of  Colonel  Muammar  al  Qadhafi,  who  was  making  the  rounds 
of  the  ASEAN  nations  on  behalf  of  the  Libyan  leader.  During  the  meeting  Ahmad  Muhammad  Al  Sharif  requested 
Indonesia1 s  support  for  Libya's  proposal  to  hold  a  UN-sponsored  conference  on  terrorism.  Suharto  replied 
that  Indonesia  had  made  a  proposal  calling  for  negotiations  and  consultations  to  end  all  conflicts. 
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Suharto  joins  Eid  el  Fitr  prayers  at  Istiqlal  Mosque 
(Indonesia  Times,  12  June  1986,  p.  1) 


Prominent  Muslims  Abdul  Qadir  Djaelani  (above)  and  A.M.  Fatwah  (below) 
are  each  sentenced  to  18  years  in  prison 
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Despite  dire  predictions  by  both  foreign  and  local  observers,  activist  Muslims  suffered  major  setbacks 
in  Malaysia  in  1986,  losing  out  to  moderate  Muslims  in  the  national  elections  in  August  and  to  the 
Christian-led  party  in  the  Sabah  state  election  in  April.  The  fundamentalist  Parti  Islam  Sa-Malaysia  (Pas) 
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National  Fatwah  Council  also  ruled  that  those  who  had  died  in  the  Memali  incident  had  not  died  a  martyr's 
death,  as  had  been  declared  by  some  Pas  officials.  In  March,  the  government  issued  a  White  Paper 
implicating  the  leader  of  the  Memali  incident,  Pas  official  Ibrahaim  Mahmud  (Ibrahim  Libya),  in  a  plot  to 
seize  power  in  Malaysia  by  force. 
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The  big  pan-Islamic  event  in  early  1.9" 5-  Tor  Malaysia,  as  well  as  for  the  other  ASEAN  countries,  was  the 
US  bombing  of  Libya  in  April.  Both  the  Malaysian  Cabinet  and  the  Foreign  Ministry  issued  statements 


condemning  the  bombing,  and  several  student  demonstrations  were  held  in  front  of  the  US  embassy  in  Kuala 
Lumpur*  Libyan  leader  Muammar  al  Qadhafi's  special  envoy  was  received  in  Kuala  Lumpur  probably  w ith  less 
equivocation  than  in  any  of  the  other  ASEAN  capitals  he  visited.  Ahmad  Muhammad  al  Sharif  met  with  both 
Mahathir  and  Rithauddeen,  as  well  as  with  various  other  UMNO  leaders. 
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May,  amid  government  reports  of  massing  MNLF  troops  in  Central  Mindanao  and  Sulu  Province,  the  Philippine 
military  declared  that  the  MNLF  was  preparing  for  an  offensive  and  estimated  its  strength  at  about  13,000 
with  8,000  assorted  arms.  MNLF  estimates  of  strength  ran  from  30,000  to  60,000.  There  were  also  numerous 
accounts  of  foreign-trained  MNLF  slipping  into  the  country  with  arms  and  ammunition.  One  such  report  stated 
in  April  that  a  large  quantity  of  Soviet-made  weapons  (helicopters,  tanks,  rocket  launchers,  assault  rifles, 


and  so  forth,  had  been  brought  in  to  Mindanao  along  with  600  commandos  from  other  Muslim  countries 
sympathetic  to  the  MNLF  cause. 
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the  Philippines  were  not  used  m  the  attack.  In  May,  Aquino  met  with  an  emissary  of  Libyan  leader  Muammar 
al  Qadhafi,  who  was  making  the  rounds  of  the  ASEAN  countries  with  a  report  on  the  air  raid.  With  30,000 
Filipino  workers  in  Libya  sending  home  remittances  monthly,  the  Aquino  government  was  willing  at  least  to 
listen  to  Tripoli's  side  of  the  story.  Aquino  received  the  report  and  agreed  to  discuss  a  message  from 
Qadhafi  with  the  relevant  ministers  of  her  cabinet.  The  Aquino  government  also  moved  in  May  to  facilitate 
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MNLF  leaders  of  Abbas-Pundato  Faction  arrive  in  Manila  for  talks  with  Philippine  Government 

(New  York  Times,  12  March  1986,  p.  Al) 


The  growing  activity  of  Muslims  in  Singapore  was  underscored  by  a  4-day  Regional  Islamic  Convention  held 
in  April  in  the  island  nation  under  the  sponsorship  of  Jamiyah  (Singapore  Muslim  Missionary  Society).  The 
gathering,  the  first  ever  to  be  held  in  Singapore,  drew  300  participants  from  20  countries.  Cosponsors 
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Thailand* s  Muslim  problem  continued,  during  the  reporting  period,  to  have  strong  international 
tones,  involving  both  neighboring  Malaysia  and  Middle  Eastern  countries,  particularly  Libya.  In 
Lary,  Deputy  Interior  Permanent  Secretary  Prakit  Uttamot  stated  that  certain  Malaysian  groups  operating 
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for  Tripoli*  s  proposal  to  hold  a  world  conference  to  discuss  the  US  bombing  of  Libya.  A1  Sharif  met  with 
Thai  Deputy  Foreign  Minister  Arun  Phanuphong,  who  told  him  that  it  was  the  Thai  position  that  no  country 
could  use  force  to  settle  any  problem  with  another  country.  Arun  took  the  opportunity  to  ask  Libya  to 
channel  its  future  aid  to  Thai  Muslims  through  the  Thai  Government  in  order  to  keep  such  assistance  from 
reaching  the  hands  of  the  insurgents.  A1  Sharif  assured  the  Thais  that  Libyan  aid  had  gone  only  to  fund 
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03/18/86  INDONESIA.  The  Saudi  Development  Fund  is  committed  to  providing  an  C  US  Emb  Transl  Unit  Press  745 

interest-free  loan  of  more  than  Rp  70  billion  (US$62  million)  for  the  P  Summary  no.  50  18  March 

development  of  palm  oil  plantations  under  a  nucleus  estate  and  smallholder  86 

scheme  in  Bengkulu,  according  to  Provincial  Governor  Suprapto. 
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03/31/86  INDONESIA.  The  visit  of  King  Hussein  of  Jordan  to  Indonesia  will  benefit  C  Indonesia  Times 

not  only  both  Jordan  and  Indonesia  but  also  strengthen  our  ties  with  other  P  (Jakarta)  2  April  86 

Arab  states,  says  Lukman  Harun,  vice  chairman  of  the  Muhammadiyah 
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04/16/86  INDONESIA.  Indonesia  expresses  deep  concern  over  the  US  attack  on  Libyan  C  FBIS  (AP)  18  April  86  725 

territory  in  a  statement  issued  by  the  Foreign  Affairs  Department.  p 
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05/21/86  INDONESIA.  President  Suharto  receives  a  Libyan  delegation  headed  by  C  FBIS  (AP)  22  May  86  859 

Muhammad  Ahmad  al-Sharif,  who  requests  Indonesia’s  support  for  a  Libyan  P 

proposal  to  hold  a  UN-sponsored  conference  on  terrorism.  Suharto  states 
that  Indonesia  has  made  a  proposal  calling  for  negotiations  and 
consultations  to  end  all  conflicts. 
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06/11/86  INDONESIA.  Foreign  Minister  Mochtar  Kusumaatma j a  tells  reporters  that  C  Indonesia  Times  804 

Senegal's  requests  for  scholarships  for  Senegalese  Muslim  students  to  study  P  (Jakarta)  12  June  86 

in  Indonesia  will  be  given  due  consideration  by  the  Indonesian  Religious 
Affairs  Ministry. 
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03/06/86  MALAYSIA.  Malaysia  welcomes  the  new  Philippine  Governments  plan  to  settle  P  Indonesian  Observer  634 

the  claim  on  the  East  Malaysian  state  of  Sabah,  Malaysian  Foreign  Minister  (Jakarta)  8  March  86 
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03/13/86  MALAYSIA.  Sabah’s  police  commissioner,  Ha j i  Ahmad  Maulana  bin  Babjee,  says  E  Guardian  (Manchester),  639 

that  two  women  were  killed  when  a  row  of  18  shop-houses  was  burned  to  the  F  14  March  86 

ground  by  arsonists  in  the  town  of  Tawau,  northeast  of  Kota  Kinabalu.  Nine  N 
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